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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
Your starting points
You will find what you need to get started in the readings for tutorials, and in the materials in the lectures and dialogues matching your essay topic. You are also expected to do additional reading from the material that has been placed in the Library, whether online, on Reserve, or on the shelves.

Our expectations of you
Drawing on your reading and other evidence (such as archeological sites, art works, material artefacts, epic poetry, documentary sources), you are required to frame a coherent and organized line of argument backed by evidence.This is the agenda of higher learning. We expect you to go beyond the typical school task asking you just to comprehend what you read. We expect you to read widely on your topic and to focus and organize your ideas in a systematic way. This is how knowledge is made. The typical university assessment task poses a question for which the answers are never simple. University assessment tasks also presume that you have done lots of research and that you can comprehend what you’ve read. The typical assessment expects to organize your answer to the question as a coherent and comprehensive line of interpretation about the challenging question. Expect then to plan, to draft and to re-draft. You can discuss your plan with your tutor. Your assessors look for a coherent and balanced line of argument. They expect you to cite relevant evidence.

Hows and the Whys of Writing Essays at University
Most students who stumble at the essay as an assessment task do so either because they started their research too late, or because they started writing too late, with the consequence that they were submitting their first drafts. They could not then ask someone else to read their draft to check it for clarity and quality. 

Higher learning is all about handling complexity. We know you will soon know lots about the topic you have chosen. We also know that the authors you read for your topic seldom agree. These complexities need to be reflected in your essay, but not so that they make it unclear, contradictory and confused. It takes time to sort out the complexities your way. So, take time to plan your ideas before you start writing. Once you start writing, expect to have to write a second draft. It typically re-orders points, cuts out superfluous words, and adds topic sentences to connect your ideas better and to relate them explicitly to the question. The library has a good guide to time management and how to “work up” research and writing for an assignment or essay @ http://www.latrobe.edu.au/library/assignment-thesis-support.

There are further resources to support you for the essay on the Assessment and the Essay tile on LMS. There is also a FAQ document regarding the research essay, a “10 top tips for Essay writing” document, some suggested further readings, and other helpful links for the structuring of an essay and for the development of an argument.

FORMATTING AND PRESENTATION:
You must cite ALL your sources of information and ideas in FOOTNOTES (i.e. using the Oxford system of referencing). You must list all your reading in a BIBLIOGRAPHY at the end of your essay. This La Trobe site offers a guide to footnote referencing: http://www.lib.latrobe.edu.au/arm/. This La Trobe tool shows you how to reference different kinds of sources: http://www.lib.latrobe.edu.au/referencing-tool/oxford.  

Historians are notoriously fussy about footnotes and bibliographies! The reason is that in order for you to make knowledge other people have to know what it is based on. While web-based digitized scholarly document and visual material is acceptable as a source, using the kinds of un-sourced materials to be found in most websites will NOT meet the requirements of this research essay. These sorts of “easy” materials are glib, and seldom scholarly; you don’t know what they are based on! The way to discern whether if a website is scholarly is to look whether the author of this site has (1) discussed the primary sources and (2) cited or mentioned the interpretations of other scholars. If either is missing in the online source, abandon it.

Essays should be consistently formatted throughout with 1.5 line spacing. Font size should be no less than 12. Paragraphs should be distinguishable, and should be separated by either double spacing between paragraphs or indented first lines. 

All essays should include a title page, showing the title of the essay, the subject for which it 
is submitted, student’s name, tutorial day and time and the name of your tutor.

WORKSHOPS
Please Note: ‘Essay Tips’ lecture in week 8 with a detailed powerpoint and audio recording. Our SST, Clare, O’Donoghue, will also run a couple of  dedicated ‘drop-in’ Essay writing sessions via ‘Zoom’ for for all students. Clare will post the details and links on LMS after the break. Bring all your questions about the essay and your chosen topics to these sessions.

Extensions can be granted only in exceptional circumstances and in advance of the due date. Complete the form @ https://www.latrobe.edu.au/students/admin/forms/request-an-extension. Please consult your tutor about any reason that may interfere with your meeting the deadline.
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	STANDARD IS EXCEEDED
	   STANDARD IS MET
	STANDARD IS NOT MET

	Inquiry / Research 

	
	
	
	
	

	AGENDA: understanding the requirements of your question or task
	
	
	
	
	

	ORIENTATIONS: consideration of relevant or different points of view or theories
	
	
	
	
	

	KNOWLEDGE: breadth / depth / accuracy / appropriateness of information offered about the topic
	
	
	
	
	

	BIBLIOGRAPHY: adequacy and correct formats: http://www.lib.latrobe.edu.au/referencing-tool/oxford
	
	
	
	
	

	Historical thinking / Critical thinking on Continuity and Change; Time and Context

	
	
	
	
	

	PERSPECTIVE FORMING: evidence of the breadth / depth of your thinking about the issues
	
	
	
	
	

	PERSPECTIVE-TAKING: contexts, corroboration and embedded perspectives in sources you used
	
	
	
	
	

	Visual and Textual (as appropriate to the topic) 
	
	
	
	
	

	RANGE OF EVIDENCE DRAWN ON: texts, art, oral traditions, artefacts, archaeologies etc.
	
	
	
	
	

	Creative Problem Solving: Framing a line of argument to solve a historical problem 

	
	
	
	
	

	LINE OF ARGUMENT: degrees of coherence and consistency in developing an informed view
	
	
	
	
	

	RELEVANCE TO YOUR QUESTION: how much did you stay on a discernable track?
	
	
	
	
	

	PERSUASIVENES OF LINE OF ARGUMENT: scope and adequacy of examples and evidence
	
	
	
	
	

	ANALYTIC FOCUS AND THREADS – the hows & whys of your links between your themes
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing
	
	
	
	
	

	ORGANISATION: structure & flow, paragraphing, topic sentences
	
	
	
	
	

	CLARITY & APPROPRIATENESS: punctuation, sentence structure, grammar, spelling, word choice
	
	
	
	
	

	FOOTNOTES: thoroughness & correct formats: http://www.lib.latrobe.edu.au/referencing-tool/oxford
	
	
	
	
	



Assessor’s comments in summary:
Essay Questions

Answer ONE of the following questions inviting you to research and evaluate the underlying reality or truthfulness of particular stories. 

You have to locate and assess the available primary-source evidence. The primary sources could be in texts, artefacts, records of rituals, archaeological remains or works of art. The range of suitable sources vary for each topic. You will also be drawing on a range of scholarly secondary sources to support your essay’s line of argument. Consult the subject readings and the suggested sources on the Assessment and Essay tile for examples of such secondary sources.

1. What is (or is not) the most convincing historical and archaeological evidence for the actual existence of the Trojan War?

2. What is (or is not) the most convincing historical and archaeological evidence for the actual existence of the wars, during the Saxon invasion, said to have been won by Arthur?

3. There is little evidence for the historical existence of Helen of Troy. How, when and why was this important female character added to stories of the Trojan era of Ancient Greece? [NB that it is essential in this question to consider the historical context of the times these characters were added].

4. There is little evidence for the historical existence of Queen Guinevere. How, when and why was this important female character added to stories of the Arthurian era of medieval times? [NB that it is essential in this question to consider the historical context of the times these characters were added].

5. Which story is more likely to have been based on real people or actual events: the story of Achilles in the Trojan War, or the story of Arthur and the Britons' war against Anglo-Saxon invaders? You must explain why, supporting your answer with evidence. [NB that it is essential in this question to consider the historical context of the times of any possible wars at/near Troy in Ancient History and that of the ‘Dark Age’ period of Britain].

6. Are the stories told by Homer and Herodotus about women, their activities and their abduction, supported by any evidence that might make those stories amount to history? You will need to contrast what modern historians have said about the lives of women in Ancient Greece with your primary sources (Homer and Herodotus).

7. Are the stories told by Tacitus about the Germans—(1) in Tacitus’ Germania, in (2) the short passage in the tutorial reading from Tacitus’ Annales about Germanicus and Arminius, and (3) about the Britons in Tacitus’ Agricola—supported by any evidence that might make those stories amount to history? You will also need to contrast what historians have said about ancient Germans and Britons.

8. How does the writing about warfare and warriors by Herodotus compare to Geoffrey of Monmouth's writing about Arthurian warfare and warriors? Choose one major military episode and/or warrior in each of the two texts, and contrast the evidence modern historians now have about war in these periods of history. [NB that it is essential in this question to consider the historical context of the different times in which these authors were writing].

9. How and why did the narrative of Arthur change between the “Dark Age” Anglo-Saxon eras of Gildas and Nennius and the “Norman” era of Geoffrey of Monmouth and William of Malmesbury? [NB that is essential in this question to consider both how and why. It is insufficient to only describe examples of differing stories about Arthur].



A Model for Essay Planning and Essay Writing
My plan assumes you’ve done a fair bit of research and now you’re trying to “pull it all together” into the kind of essay which will impress your tutor. No one can paper over a lack of research.

THREE STAGES IN BUILDING AN ARGUMENT TO "ANSWER" A QUESTION:
First collect points, second find evidence for each, and third ensure each is sound and relevant:
Stage 1	Stage 2	Stage 3
ASSERTION	EVIDENCE	MEANING
Eh?  What did you say?	Bulldust!	Big Deal!
aim: economy and clarity	aim: substance	aim: relevance
1	1	1
2	2	2
...	...	...
n	n	n

DEVELOPING A CONCLUSION and hence A LINE OF ARGUMENT:
Sophisticated lines of argument don’t just into your head. You have to work them up, bit by bit…
First, try to work out the nature of, and the patterns in, the points or assertions you have worked out above.  Then try to define, bit by bit, how each relates to each other.
You're now just trying to clarify your thinking about Points and Patterns.
Then try to explain these aspects and relationships.  Adjust your assertions, accordingly, whether with respect to their order or clustering, or to their nature.  Expect to use lots of scrap paper...
You're now trying to clarify your thinking between Points about Priorities and Connections
Next, review the evidence for your points. Be explicit about the evidence. List it beside each point. Evidence can take many forms: explanations, references to things that people said (that you either quote or paraphrase) or that things people did (actions and statistics).  If something is not that well known, always footnote that something.
You're now trying to clarify your Evidence, mindful of someone who may doubt you
Next, try to frame a series of generalisations which link your revised (and re-revised...!) ensemble of assertions and evidence. These generalisations will become your overall line of argument, just as soon as you have explicitly related them back to the Question asked, and just as soon as you have made sure they address all of the aspects of the Question. Don't be put off if some of your valid (i.e. relevant and substantiated) assertions and generalisations now seem inconsistent with other assertions. You just have some more thinking to do. Historical explanation seldom replicates exactitudes of mathematical explanation. Just try to account for these inconsistencies. 
You're now trying to clarify your Evidence, mindful of someone who may say, “Big Deal!”

Stage 5: CRAFTING AN INTRODUCTION 
It's impossible to write an effective introduction until you work out what your overall argument will be, and how it is going to be developed, assertion by assertion, in the course of your essay. Only then can one go back and foreshadow the argument to follow.  A good introduction ensures the reader knows what to expect and why it is important. Weaker students tend to write their introduction before they really know what they want to say. They think the sooner they start (glib) writing (garbage), the sooner they’ll be done. But actually, the more you can separate your thinking tasks from your drafting tasks, the better your essay will be.

Stage 6: BEGIN DRAFTING and then REDRAFTING
Second drafts prune away useless words, and work to better announce and connect key themes.
